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How to Become a Solicitor

“Overseas Lawyer” Route

Experience requirement

Admitted in a common or non-common law jurisdiction respectively with at least 2 or 5 years
post-admission experience and pass the Overseas Lawyers Qualification Examination

Overseas Lawyers Qualification Examination

Held annually in Hong Kong, normally in October / November each year.
For more information, please visit the Law Society website at www.hklawsoc.org.hk

Lifelong Learning : CPD & RME

The Law Society encourages lifelong learning and ensures the

establishment and promotion of high standards of service within the
profession. Practitioners are required to take mandatory continuing
professional education courses as described below.

Continuing professional development (CPD)

Continuing professional development is the systematic maintenance, improvement and
broadening of relevant knowledge and skills to enable a professional to successfully
carry out his/her professional duties and responsibilities throughout his/her career.

The Role of The Law Society of Hong Kong

The Law Society of Hong Kong has been established
for over 115 years. It is responsible mainly for:

1. Safeguarding the rule of law;

2. Supporting and protecting the character,
status and interests of solicitors in Hong Kong;

3. Promoting good standards of professional and
maintaining ethical practice;

4. Ensuring compliance by solicitors with relevant laws,
codes, regulations and practice directions;

5. Developing and maintaining the work of solicitors in all areas of the law,
legal practice and procedures;

6. Ensuring the view of solicitors is accurately and purposefully communicated;
7. Providing services to its members; and

8. Considering all questions affecting the interests of the profession, and
representing the profession to procure changes of law or practice.

All solicitors must first be admitted as members of the Law Society before they are entitled
to apply for a practising certificate.

Activities Organised by The Law Society of Hong Kong

The Law Society introduced a mandatory Continuing Professional Development Scheme
("CPD") in 1998. All practitioners to whom the CPD applies are required to obtain 15 CPD
points each practice year.

The Law Society helps its members fulfil their social responsibilities by providing structured

CPD has been designed to be flexible so that the relevant number of CPD points may be opportunities for them to give back to the community. The Law Society also organises an annual
acquired in a time-conscious and cost-effective manner. Pro Bono and Community Work Recognition Programme to honour its members who have
selflessly contributed their time and expertise for the benefit of the community.

Risk management education (RME)

The Law Society recognises the need to raise awareness of risk issues within law firms
and to promote good risk management of legal practice.
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The Risk Management Education (“RME") Programme aims at equipping the
participants with the tools and techniques to implement effective processes and
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systems to manage key operational risks they face on a daily basis.
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The Programme requires practitioners to complete a one-off core programme on RME
and then RME elective courses or approved RME activities (totalling 3 hours) every
subsequent practice year.
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