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Dear Editor / Assignment Editor,

President of The Law Society of Hong Kong welcomed the appointment of
the Honourable James Leslie Bain Allsop as an overseas non-permanent judge

I welcome the approval by the Legislative Council yesterday (8 May 2024) of the
recommendation of the Judicial Officers Recommendation Commission on the appointment of
the Honourable James Leslie Bain Allsop as a non-permanent judge from another common law
jurisdiction of the Court of Final Appeal.

The Honourable James Leslie Bain Allsop was a Judge of the Federal Court of Australia from
May 2001 to June 2008. In 2007 and 2008, he was also responsible for managing the Federal
Court of Australia’s relationship with the Supreme People’s Court of China on maritime and
shipping affairs. As President of the New South Wales Court of Appeal from June 2008 to
February 2013, he heard appeals in the full range of commercial law, common law, equity,
public law, constitutional law and criminal law. He was Chief Justice of the Federal Court of
Australia from March 2013 to April 2023. In this period, he sat on a full range of the Court’s
jurisdiction including intellectual property, banking finance and insurance, company law,
bankruptcy and insolvency, labour law, commercial arbitration, taxation, public law and
constitutional law and native title.

Acrticle 82 of the Basic Law provides that judges from other common law jurisdictions may as
required be invited to sit on the Court of Final Appeal. This distinguishing feature of the
constitution of the Court of Final Appeal enables eminent judicial officers highly respected in
their own jurisdictions to sit on Hong Kong’s top court. They bring with them a diversity of
international judicial experience in different specialised areas of law and new perspectives in
the jurisprudential development of Hong Kong. Their participation also helps maintain Hong
Kong’s longstanding links with other common law jurisdictions. Their acceptance of the
appointment as non-permanent judges sends a clear message of their confidence in Hong Kong’s
judicial system in upholding the rule of law and judicial independence.

C. M. Chan
President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
9 May 2024
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