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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

President of The Hong Kong of Law Society welcomes
the updates on the Greater Bay Area Legal Professional Examination

The State Council yesterday (28 September 2023) published an updated version of the “Pilot
measures for Hong Kong and Macao legal practitioners to obtain Mainland practice
qualifications and to practise as lawyers in the nine municipalities in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area” (“Pilot Measures”). The updated Pilot Measures will take effect
on 5 October 2023.

I welcome the State Council’s decision to extend the Pilot Measures for three years, which will
enable more Hong Kong legal practitioners to become Greater Bay Area lawyers through the
Greater Bay Area Legal Professional Examination (“the Examination”) and thereby broaden
their professional development opportunities.

I would also like to express my gratitude for the State Council’s decision to relax the admission
criteria for the Examination from a minimum of 5 years of post-qualification experience to 3
years. Recently, there are on average over 600 newly qualified lawyers each year in Hong Kong,
many of whom are young lawyers. The relaxation of the admission criteria will benefit more
young lawyers.

The updated Pilot Measures will further promote Hong Kong legal profession’s integration into
the national overall development, enhancing Hong Kong’s position as an international legal and
dispute resolution centre in the Asia-Pacific region under the “14th Five-Year Plan”. The Law
Society will continue to actively promote the Examination, and encourage more members,
especially young lawyers, to take the Examination and seize the relevant opportunities.

Yours sincerely,
C. M. Chan

President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
29 September 2023
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