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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

Response from President of The Law Society of Hong Kong to
legal practitioners being put on the wanted list of the National Security Department of
the Hong Kong Police Force for allegedly contravening
the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

The Law Society of Hong Kong notes that a member is among the eight persons overseas who
have allegedly committed offences under the Law of the People’s Republic of China on
Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“the Hong
Kong National Security Law”) as stated in the arrest warrants issued by the National Security
Department of the Hong Kong Police Force on 3 July under an earlier approval of the court.

The Law Society confirms that it has received complaint about the relevant acts of the member.
We have already initiated an investigation into the allegations in accordance with the relevant
provisions under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance, as well as the complaints and discipline
mechanism set out in the Hong Kong Solicitors’ Guide to Professional Conduct. For the sake
of fairness to the complainants and the respondents, all investigations into professional
misconduct are confidential. The Law Society cannot disclose any details at this stage.

According to the judgment of the Court of Final Appeal in HKSAR v Lai Chee-ying (2021) 24
HKCFAR 33 and the judgment of the Court of Appeal in HKSAR v Lui Sai Yu [2023] 1
HKLRD 751, the primary purpose of national security law is to safeguard national security,
and prevent and suppress activities endangering national security. The offences under the
Hong Kong National Security Law are of a serious nature. In view of the alleged
commitment of offences under the Hong Kong National Security Law and that the
aforementioned case has caused great public concern, the Law Society will endeavour to process
the complaint as soon as practicable in accordance with established procedures, where permitted
by law and regulations.

Incorporated in 1907 as a company limited by guarantee



The Law Society of Hong Kong

I would like to stress that, as a regulatory body for solicitors in Hong Kong, the Law Society
attaches great importance to the conduct of our members. The Law Society handles all
complaints rigorously and deals with them in a fair, impartial and objective manner, based on
facts and evidence and in accordance with the powers conferred by existing law.

| must reiterate that, as an officer of the Court (see Section 3(2) of the Legal Practitioners
Ordinance (Cap. 159 of the Laws of Hong Kong)), a solicitor should conduct himself
appropriately. According to paragraph 1.03 of Chapter 1 of the Hong Kong Solicitors’ Guide to
Professional Conduct VVolume 1, proper standards of behaviour whether in his practice or in his
independent business activities are required of a solicitor as a member of an honourable
profession.

C. M. Chan
President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
6 July 2023
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FEEMeERE, FRLEHEREAXZARFIEERME, R 7T A3 Hit/\ 4
SRS LW HRTN (FEARKAMEE BN THREEERA R Z2%) ([FH
Hzxl ) FAMATREEES, ETEE—LEMEE R,

AR ez e BARBAT AE IR, ¥ ERE QEEIEZ KPR
URAE B EHEMEXE TR T ROZFALCERS], HAHEERAAS
HTHABRFARBERALTRA HAEXETHENERE, AMEHKET
REMAN TR B EMFEE.

RBREERETBFEINTRE ¥ 2E3% (2021) 24 HKCFAR 33, K EafiEE®
HFHBENTHRE ¥ Bt% [2023] LHKLRD 751 Wy ¥z, HZ s+t ZHWAEE
MERR L, THAFHILEEERIRL2WT A TERTETHNRTEREN.
ARALTHIETHNEBERLE MEREHRXEA AT EZNEE FRERTER
BENERLT, BEeHeRh s FEHhRE,

KACHTEH, ERTEEMNETHE, EMeEYERAGANET, LERAL
E, PAREBRNRA, ERFEMER RERTEARTHES, BERES
F o

BREF, EEAR/ERABCL (EBEHREZKA) (BB EFE 159 F)F 3(2)

%), BREEHRHALEECHET. RE (FEEHEMEXERTHEIIF M) £
EX LB, T aAEHNHNESEETHEIAXEHHNM, LSTELMAE
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