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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

Response from President of The Law Society of Hong Kong to Media Enquiries
on the Passage of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 2023

The Law Society of Hong Kong welcomes the passage of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment)
Bill 2023 (“Amendment Bill”"), as the Amendment Bill embraces the following principles:

a) Ad hoc admissions of overseas lawyers to handle cases concerning national security
(“NS”) cases are considered on a case-by-case basis. We do not support a blanket ban of
ad hoc admission of overseas lawyers in NS cases.

b) The amendments are limited to NS cases. They do not impact ad hoc admissions for non-
NS cases.

c¢) The amendments are equally applicable to the Prosecution. In other words, if the
Prosecution intends to admit an overseas lawyer to prosecute a matter, the Prosecution is
to follow the same procedures under the amendments as applicable to the Defence. This
is fair; it lays down a level-playing field for the parties.

The Law Society of Hong Kong made a submission on the Amendment Bill on 25 April 2023.
Please click here for the submission.

It is noteworthy that the Law Society’s system of registered foreign lawyers has been in place
since 1995. It has successfully attracted legal talent from around the world, enriching the
diversity of Hong Kong’s legal services market. This open-door policy will continue to thrive.

C. M. Chan
President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
10 May 2023
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