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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

Response to Media Enquiries about the Appointment of Non-Permanent Judge

| welcome the acceptance by the Chief Executive of the recommendation of the Judicial Officers
Recommendation Commission on the appointment of the Honourable Patrick Anthony Keane
as a non-permanent judge (“NPJ”) from another common law jurisdiction of the Court of Final
Appeal (“CFA”).

| support the continuation of the role of the overseas NPJs in the administration of justice in
Hong Kong as provided for under Article 82 of the Basic Law. The participation of overseas
NPJs, who are all eminent Judges from other common law jurisdictions with the highest standing
and a diversity of international judicial experience, in the work of the CFA has made significant
contribution to the development of jurisprudence and administration of justice in Hong Kong.

Yours sincerely,
C. M. Chan

President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
13 January 2023
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