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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

Response to Media Enquiries relating to Interpretation of National Security Law
by Standing Committee of National People’s Congress

In response to media enquiries relating to the interpretation of Articles 14 and 47 of the Hong

Kong National Security Law (“NSL”) by the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress of the People’s Republic of China (“NPCSC”) on 30 December 2022 (“the
Interpretation”), I would like to make the following response.

It is trite law that the power to interpret the NSL is vested in the NPCSC.

Article 67(4) of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China clearly states that the NPCSC
has power “to interpret the laws”.

Article 45(2) of the Legislation Law of the People’s Republic of China states that the NPCSC
shall give interpretation to a national law in the circumstance that a new situation arises after
enactment of such legislation, thereby requiring clarification of the basis of its application.

Article 65 of the NSL expressly states that “[t]he power of interpretation of this Law shall be
vested in the [NPCSC]”. Further, Article 62 of the NSL states that “[t]his Law shall prevail
where provisions of the local laws of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region are
inconsistent with this Law.”

Under Article 2 of the Basic Law, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region enjoys
independent judicial power, including that of final adjudication. Under Article 35 of the Basic

Law, Hong Kong residents shall have the right to choice of lawyers.

The Interpretation clarifies the legislative intent of a number of provisions of the NSL, including
the mechanism whereby lawyers can be involved in NSL cases.
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The relevant specialist committees of the Law Society will study the details of the Interpretation.
The Law Society may issue a formal statement on the subject matter later, where necessary, and
will work closely with the Government when considering amendments to the Legal Practitioners
Ordinance.

Yours sincerely,
C. M. Chan

President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
31 December 2022
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B EEREY, BAATZEHE.

(FRBEZE) & 65 hHABMAT: [RzBBERBRAATZE. | Wi, (F
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