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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION

OF

THE INCORPORATED LAW SOCIETY
OF HONG KONG

7 bereby certify that “THE INCORPORATED Law
Sociery oF HonG Kong,” is duly incorporated as
a Company limited by guarantee. That the said
INcorPORATED LAW SocieTy OF HonG KoNG is to
consist of Fifty members and that it is intended that
the Registered Office of the said Company shall be
situate at Victoria in the Colony of Hong Kong and
that the said Company is duly registered in accordance
with “Companies Ordinances, 1865 to 1899".

TNitness my hand and Seal of Office this Eighth
day of April in the Year of our Lord, One Thousand
Nine Hundred and Seven.
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J. H. Kemp,

Registrar of Companies.
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We, the several persons whose names and  sddresses are
being formed into an Association, in

F. B. L. BowLEY,

JOoHK  HASTINGS,

HERBERT W. LOOKER

GopFREY C C. MASTER,

C. D. WILKINSON,

J, SCOTT HARSTGN,

Names, Addresses and Description of Subscribers

Solicitor, Hong Kong

Solicitor, Hong Kong

Solicitor, Hong Kong.

#Des Voeux Road Central,
Hong Kong, Solicitor,

Solicitar, Hong Kong.

Salicitor, Hong Kong.

WALTER I, DANIEL, Solicitor, Hong Kong.

WITNESS to the shove signatuies
H. G. C. BAILEY,
Salicitor,
HoNG KOoNG

Diate

the 1™k March, 1907,
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Edward Lewis Agassiz 1914 Duncan McCallum 1922 Cho Yui Kwan 1931
Francis Horace Baker 1914 Felix Herbert Layman 1923 Henry Swinton Valentine Mossop 1931
Charles Alexander Hooper 1914 Frank William Nalder 1923 Peter Henry Sin 1931
Arthur Montagu Preston 1914 James Templer Prior 1923 George Stephen Ford 1932
Reginald Alexander Stokes 1914 Harold John Armstrong 1924 Theodore Patrick Kenneth Kemble 1932
Lo Man-kam 1915 Eric Sydney Clifford Brooks 1924 Peter Kwok Hing-kai 19320
Alfred Edward Hall, aka Sin Man-pan 1916 Benjamin Springbett Corke 1924 William Andrew Mackinlay 1932
James Malcolm Hall 1916 Geoffrey Bruce Hetr 1924 Ferdinand Gerald Nigel 1932
Lo Man-wai 1916 Graeme Sisson Hugh-Jones 1924 John Bernard Prentis 1932
Reginald Frederick Mattingly 1916 James Allan Gordon Leask 1924 Henrique Alberto de Barros Botelho 1933
Abbas el Arculli 1919 Jose Maria D’Almada Remedios 1924 William Mauliverer Brown 1933
Denis Henry Blake 1919 Ralph Archibald Wadeson 1924 Ralph Henry Cole 1933
Cecil Hynes Lyson 1919 Lancelor Ruggles Andrewes 1925 Christopher D’Almada e Castro 1933
Edward Bentley Potter 1919 William Dudley Owen 1925 Charles Edwin Lowe 1933
George Gwinnett Noble Tinson 1919 David Lewis Strelletr 1925 Chau Hung-nin 1934
George Charles Henry Culley 1920 Lewis Durrant Turner 1925 William Keith Robinson 1934
Lee Hon-chee 1920 Frederick William Whitehouse 1925 Cyril Edward Russell Sanderson 1934 ‘
Leo Longinotto 1920 Francis Henry Loseby 1926 D’Arcy Stewart Curtis 1935
Henry Charles MacNamara 1920 Lo Man-ho, aka Horace Lo 1926 Sydney Ng Quinn 1935
Frederick Edmund Nash 1920 Albert O’Donoghue 1926 Frederick Zimmern 1935
Thomas Rowan 1920 Francis Xavier D’Almada e Castro 1928 Fan Wong-kin 1936
Michael Howard Turner 1920 Charles Edward Lawrence Grist 1928  Bertram Carmichael Hobbs 1936
Thomas Gerald Bennett 1921 Hung Wai-chiu 1928 Ralph Malcolm MacDonald King 1936
William Bertram Kennett 1921 Oliver Egerton Christopher Marton. 1928 Kwan Hok-lam 1937 ‘
Charles A.Sutherton Russ 1921 Arthur Covey 1929 Alfred Lan Sui-kay 1937
George Francis Vaux 1921 Frank Kwok Hing-sum 1929 Patrick Wynter Blyth 1939
Maurice Murray Watson 1921 Francis Cuthbert Eugene Rendall 1929 Alfred Hon Yun-sun 1939 -
Reginald Everard Adolpha Webski 1921 Marcus Alberto da Silva 1930 Kam Yuet-keung 1940
Edgar William Corbert 1922 Donald Brittan Evans 1931 Woo Pak-chuen 1940
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Messre. Desaons,
Soldicitors & Noterles,

HONG JOnG,
Gentlanan

The question as to whather the decrees of the
type mentioned in your letter should be validuted Yy
logislution has already been referred to the Seorctary
of State.

Your letter does not dleclose whethér befors
contraoting marriage in Singapore, Mrss Dalulel took
the legal advice as to the validity of the deorees
mdoe in interrment. If any sush advice was taken sndl
the advice vas to the effect that the dsoree was valid
might be of asslstarve to Govermment in emacting the :
suggented legislation. You will no doubt appreciate
that as the Onlef Justice was functua officio, it is
probebly correct law that the doorees have no legal
effect whatsoeven,

1, Des Voeux Road Centrel,
Hong Kong,
13th March, 1947.

DEACONS,
Solicitors & Notaries.

The Solicitor General,
Hong Kongs

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant, Sir,
We have been consulted by Mrs. Winifred May Dalziel
in connection with her divorce.

The Decree Nisi was granted by Sir Atholl MacGregor

in Stanley Intermment Camp on the 8th June 1942 and the Decree

was made abaclute by him on the 10th December 1942, On pro-
duction of a certified copy of the Decree Mrs. Dalziel on the

4th Ootobar last married Mr. John Odell 4in Singapore vhere she

now resides. MAs doubts have now bsen cast on the validity of
this Deoree, we would suggest that the time has now arrived
when Government might well consider passing an Ordinance valid-
ifying this and one other similar Decree which were made by
Sir Atholl MaoGregor in Stanley Internment Oamp and we shall
be £104 to know whether Government is prepared to do thia,

We have the honour to be,
MBA - PRECAEEE QXL  AERT S

—EEMTEERESNEREEINR  ARLETHE
HE & AR B IE R SRR B K IBHE -

3
oy

Your cbedient servanta,

( Sgd. ) DEACOIS.
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HONG KONG
LITIGATION SOLICITORS

Johnson, Stokes & Mastor [practising in associstion in Hong
Hong with Norton, Rose, Borerell & Roche] requirs sddtional
Lingation Scliciters with not less than two years posi-
gualkfication axperiance. Applicants should have experience in
general High Court Etigation preferably inchading one or mohe
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{How the issue developed

August 1986: former Governor, the late Sir Edward
Youde, sets up a committee to review admission -and
practising criteria for lawyers.

The committee consists of former Chief Justice Sir Denys
Roberts, a Legislative Councillor and representatives of
the Legal Department, the Hongkong Law Society and
_the Bar Association.

January 4 1988: seven US law firms submit petition
to Governor Sir David Wilson.

January 29: the committee reports to the Governor
and unanimously recommends rejection of the US

lawyers' request.

Between Jan and May: the Government setsupan
internal committee to study the petition. The Government
refused to disclose the membership of the commitiee
and when it was set up.

May 13: Assistant to the Chief Secretary writes to the
Law Society requesting its comments.

June 10: the Law Society writes to the Government
opposing the petition.

Auﬁutt 5: the Attorney-General writes to the Law
Society informing it of its decision.

August8: the Governmentannounces its decision to
allow foreign law firms to practise here by hiring local
lawyers.

September 13: the Law Society at an emergency
.- general meeting votes condemning the Government's
decision by 1,068 to 23.

198849 A 26 A (X FE# )R
B LB FRA N IEREN
HIREITHI R R AR ©

Administration in the run up to 1997,

V\WLLum\
Hong Kong ln;titutién of Engineers

Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors

Hong Kong Dental Assaciation

mwes

Hong Kong Institite of Plarners

The Law Seci Ghg

JOINT STATEMENT OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES IN HONG KONG
ON THE ISSUE OF FOREIGN LAW FIRMS

The Professional bodies mentioned below deplore the manner in which the
Government has imposed its proposal on foreign law firms on the Law
Society of Hong Kong for the following reasons:—

() Professional practice in Hong Kong involving the public should only
be carried on by appropriately qualified persons who are recognized
as such by the appropridte Hong Kong professionial bodies.

(2) Changes or proposals for change affecting a self-regulating
profession, in this case the Law Sociery shiould not be made
without full and thorough consultation with.the profession and such
changes should not be made over the objections of the profession
without compelling reasons which are in the public interest. This
is of special importance for the maintenance of confidence in the

Hong Kang Medical Association

IO L oo
Hong Kong Saciety of Accountants

P

Hong Kang Bar Association

Hong Kong Institute of Architects

Govt bowed
to pressure:
Law Society

THE Law Society accused the
Government of bowing to US
pressure yesterday as the battle
over the rights of foreign law
firms operaling in the territory
hotted up.

On Monday the Government
announced it had agreed to allow
foreign law firms to employ local
lawyers to advise on Hongkong
law despite rejection of the idea
by a Government committee and
strong protests from the Law
Soclety.

Yesterday the Law Soclety
sald there had been “un-
warranted and unfair external
pressure” on the Government.

"It Is the society’s belief that,
the Government has reached its
decision under threat of US trade
sanctions and references to the
General Agreement on Tarifls
and Trade, and without regard
to the long-term effects of their
decislon on the legal profession
and other professions and Hong-
kong as a whole,” vicevpresiderlt
Mr Donald Yap said.

Seven American firms peti-
tioned the Governor in January
to change the law In their favour.
The Law Society, which did not
learn of the petition until May,
sald the decision was made with-
out proper consullation.

in ifie peiition ife firms said:
“It would be unfortunate If
American law firms were Jeft
with no-clternative but to file a
formal trade action in Washing-
ton, *

“Such a complaint against
Hongkong will certainly damage
the territory’s reputation as a
free trading area,” -« ’

The Government rejecled the
soclely’s allegation,

“We categorically deny any
suggestion that the Hongkong
Government has been pressured
by the US Government in rela.
tion to this issue,” said the assis-
tant solicitor general, Mr Stuart
Cotsen. .

He said free trade was one of
Hongkong’s greatest traditions,
and the proposal would provide
the kind of service demanded by
the business community.

A spokesman for the US Con-
sulate, Mr Dan Sreebny, sald
Hangkong was well aware of the
US.Government's views on trade
bnrﬂm.. which had been made
known over several months,

He said the US gives a high
priority to eliminating barriers,
and belleves all forelgn lawyers
should be able to operate on an
equal fooling.

iOne Financial Press Limited
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THE Law Society has called
for the abolition of the

Conflict as Law Society calls
for end of tender system

per flat when the tendering
system was introduced in

Iélogsing Authority's hte;}. The tendering March to $897 in July.
ering system which it “The practice brought
claifns has f‘orced solicitors gyﬂemf orced the the conceens of some mt;gm-
loB‘ culb:.he:r ?I;\m throats™, legal prafessfon to bers, who are worried the
ut the authority insists o ; tendering system could cre-
the system does not have do’ijm.smes.: ata ate a vicious competition
loopholes “in principle” loss™. and force law firms to cut

and should continue

“Our goal is for the
conveydncing fee to Dbe
reached in an open, fair
and reasonable way. In

rinciple, I do not find any
o?fho[es in the system
and do not see why it
cannot be continued,” As
sistant Director of Hous-
ing. Simon Lee Pak-sing,
said yesterday in defence of
the authority’s contro-
versial tendering system,
which was introduced in
March.

The authority received
submissions from 79 firms
out of 86 invited compan-
ies when the tender for the
Home Ownership Scheme
closed at 10 am yesterday.

But the authority has yet
to announce whether any
bidders had offered a price
lower than the solicitors’
agreed minimum of $3,500
per flat in the scheme.

Meanwhile, the Law Soc-
iety also broke its silence
and hit out at critics of its
move to' fix the minimum
fee.

Law Society spokesman
and member, Peter Sit
Kien-ping, denied the
price-fixing allegations.

He said the tenderin
system forced the legal
profession to ‘‘do business
at a loss’” because they had
to compete by lowering
their legal fees. :

The spokesman called
for the resumption of the
rotation system — which
meant a panel of the Hous-
ing Authority’s selected law
firms would rotate housing
projects.

Mr Sit said conveyancing
fees for authority projects
lunged by 30 per cent in
ive months — from $1,250

their own throats,” Mr Sit
‘Wwarned.

The sfirms weresdoing
business at a loss, which
also means it is hard to
guarantee their service
quality.

“We should place pri-
ority on public interest, but
consumers’ interest is not
the totality of J:ub]ic
interest,”” he stressed.

Mr Sit explained that the
proposed $3,500 legal fee
was recommended by the
Cost Committee, a statu-
tory body in Hong Kong to
review legal fees.

He added that the Law
Society was alarmed by a
flood of public complaints
against the quality of legal
services. The society spent
$18 million to inspect the
service quality of the pro-
fession last year — which
was six times the $3 million
spent in 1997.
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 terday by Mr. P.C. Woo.

. glven second and third read-

| would  give his suggestxon‘

Mr. P C Wco

A suggestion that legal aid
be extended to all accused
persons in the Supreme Court
and the District Court -and,

in deservmg cases, the lower
courts as well, was: made yes-

Seconding the motion that
the -Legal Aid Bill 1966 be

ings, he 1old the Legislative
Council he hoped Government

every consxderatxon.

" The Bill provides, in the
main, for the granting" . of
legal aid in civil actions to
persons of lumted means.

If legal. aid was extended to
criminal cases, said Mr. Woo,
“It would in the long run
save considerable time and
expense and the accused per-
son will be able, at an early
stage, to establlsh his in.
nocence, thus preventing any

injustice being done to him.,”
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By Priscilla Cheung

THE Law Society yesterday
won its two-year battle to
retain scale fees for prop-
erty conveyancing, after of-
fering earlier to slash the
fees by up to 48 per cent.

After a marathon debate,
legislators voted 27-23 to
retain the fees described by
the government and the
Democratic Party as anti-
competitive and unfair to
consumers.

The Democrats and
Frontier, along with legis-
lators Dr Edward Leong
Che-hung and Yum Sin-
ling voted to scrap the fees.

Legal profession re
resentative Margaret I*?‘g
Ngoi-yee, the Liberal Party,
the Democratic Alliance
for the Betterment of
Hong Kong, and several
independent  legislators
voted to retain the fees.

But an amendment seek-
ing to ban free conveyance
fee negotations between
clients and solicitors was
defeated when a tie forced
the Legco president to use
his casting vote.

The new law, therefore,
still allows clients and sol-
icitors to negotiate freely
although the scale fee sys-
tem is retained, leaving
what the Democrats called

Disputed scale fees to stay

a thorn in the side of the
Law Society.
Former
resident

Law Society
Christopher
ong, current president

Anthony Chow Wing-kin

and members watched the

10-hour debate from the
public gallery.

“I feel very sorry for
consumers that they're all
going to have to put up
with a system that I con-
tinue to consider unfair
and anti-<competitive,”
Auorney-General  Jeremy
Mathews said.

“The scale fees will
eventually be abolished be-
cause that's the mood of
the community."

Legislator Albert Ho
Chunyan said pegging
scale fees to property prices
was unfair because buyers
of more expensive proper-
ties had to pay more for
similar services.

But Ms Ng, who cham-
pioned the fees’ retention,
countered: “‘The scale fees
ensure that individual con-
sumers who have limited
negotiating power would
not be forced to pay higher
fees (than corporations).”

Under the new law,
buyers will be able to use
their own solicitors instead
of being forced to pay half
of the developers' legal
fees. The Cost Committee
is expected to rule on the
Law Society’s offer to cut
fees now that Legco has
agreed to keep the fees.
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club (Charities) Ltd.
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Hs Mary Gold

Ny Velley, Hiag Kaag
Telepbasss 837 &1L

Faa (851} 576 G40
Tkt RHET RIDEHC FIX

Bemtwry M1 C Sucheriud

9 Januacy 1991

Director of Professional Developmant

The Law Soclety of Hong Kong

910 Bwlre House
Chater Road
fong Kong

Dear Ms Gold,

Your letters of 7 January:
Legal Avarensss Campalgn

I enclose a cheque for 35200,900.-, payable to The
Law Society of Hong Kong, being partial payment of the Club's

agreed donation to subsidise the above Campaign.

Flease send

ma an official recelpt before 9 February 1991 and include the
amount in your annual accounts as a donation from the Hong
Kong Jockey Club {Charities} Ltd.

Enc
HICE/GY el

¥ours sincerely.

Nt Nolea
L4
M J C Sutherland
Bocretarcy

N FRITHEEE EREESSRA—aRBTEY -
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By Annie Chen
SOLICITORS took a step closer

being appointed to the Supreme Coulrt i

after the Legislative Council passe!l

controversial Supreme Court (Ame iR

ment) Bill 1995 by a majority of gﬂ-l
yesterday, with one abstention. 7"

Controversy over the bill, " which'

aims to enlarge the pool of eligible
lawyers directly appomted to the Su~
preme Court, was fi d on wh

solicitors should be reqmred to have 10
years of experience under their belts
before being appointed.

However, Ieglslator and barrlster
Martin Lee Chu-ming, in line with the
Bar Association, insisted that solici-

SC) will ido

Co ttep (IS their
appointment”, ” while - the cnterla
existed for barristers.

-Attorney-General Jeremy Mathews

said experience in advocacy was nota .

ment to the.High Court .shoul
excluded by hglblll
ment”. ;
Besules taking ‘on the governinent,
- Mr Lee had to argue against a nwriber
of legislators who were practising
solicitors.

Simon Ip Sik-on cited a paper wntten
by the attorney-general of, Austraha
which said advocacy skills© ‘were
egually relevant to the work of solici-
tors, -academic lawyers and govem—
ment lawyers.

The paper also pointed out that some
skills necessary for success at the Bar

Mr Ip's suggestion was echoed by
firiam Lau Kin- -yeem, who said a
iwyer experienced in arguing cases
idnot hecessarily mean he would be a
806d  judge.  Mr Lée’s amendment
merely imposed  discriminatory
measures for solicitors, she said.

- Eric Li Ka-cheung, representing the
accountancy constltuency, called Mr
Lee's “an act of
interference on the'operation of the
Judiciary as an mdependent branch of
government”, ...

However, Mr Lee fought back by
saying his amendments. only*made :it
impossible to appoint those who were
simply not qualified to sit on the High
Court bench,

criterion of the JSC in selecting judges:
There - was no néed:;to; single out
advocacy as a reqm.rement for eligi-
bility for judicial appeintment, he said.

Summing wp his speech, Mr
Mathews said: “It’s’ crueial for the
administration of justice and the rule

. might be counter-productive to judicial
work.

He said the eligibility pool. must be.
widened because there was: an’ inguf:
ficiént number of senior barristers
high calibre wlllmg to accept Jumolal'; .
‘appomﬁnents

tors must have worked as advocates for
10 years in order to be consxdered
suitable.

Mr Lee remarked on “how odd” it
would be if “solicitors under the bill
need not prove a similar experience as
an advocate, and yet, Judicial Services

. It was “irresponsible” to pass a bill
hich “opened the risk that inexperi-
enced judges will serve on the Bench of
our Supreme Court”, he said.

Mr Lee’s amendment to the bill was
defeated by 39-17 votes.

19957 A6 R » (U EARNIRIE - EEVKNR I FEEREZRES
BeER(RASEER)EE - HMEARETETL -

audlence in, Magisirates and
District Cour's and tribunals
as 'well as' ini-High Court
chambets hearings.

. ing sollcltors and baxnsters

“and attempts to slash'fees paid -
:by those mvolved 'in property
- sale and purchase

" vihere they were ‘mot. sane- -
tioned by’ clients to appear: .
with an assistant barnster.»

The extracrdinary meeting:

rouh\ily said “ne”; Ba isters
also threw out the siiggestion
“that they and solicitors shiould
be:ableto work on a contin-*

sponse: to parts

discussion. document launch 3
ed by the government;in a-bid
to revalutionise legal servmes,

By Glen Perkinson

THE territory's barristers are
aghin’ crossing swords with

their solicitor colleagues after
vonng over against

in-Hong'] Kong

giving up barristers’ exchisive -

rights to argue cases in the
High Court and.above.

Last night's Bar Association
vote, which went 192 to 25
against allowing solicitors to

G 1 eremy

Att
- Mathiews -has-called for -the -

profession’s and the public’s
response to the’ wxdekra.ngmg
document.

The biggest bone of conten-
tion between lawyers in the

. gency fee basis. -

: However, - they -returned a
favourable pronouncement on
the '~ recommendation ' that
senior ‘barristers — Queen’s

‘Counsel — did not have to

appear” ih court with a junior
barrister in‘tow!:

of the Bar also gave the green’, .
light to increasing the mini--

mum ‘malpractice insurance
carried by practitioners. That
has been boosted from $2.5
million maxirmiim per ‘claim to

.$5 million. :
The government released its

Heated debate was expeoted
over the-proposals;

It- will -be several more
thonths before the recornmen-
dations complete their pass-
age through the consultative
and legislative wringer.

" Notable “barristers Ms Li

They added that if solicitors
really. wanted fo’ concentrate
on advocacy in the High
Court, they could easily swap
to being full-time barristers.

‘Ms Li said there was a
dwindling voluume of work for

appear in the higher courts, is
expected to -launch another
war of words between the two
feuding branches of the pro-
fession.

Yesterday's vote was in re-

barristers, and = introducing
hundreds more potential High
Court operatives conld result
in’ the extinction of an inde-
‘pendent Bar.

and Barry ‘Skeats yesterday-
defended the- rejection of the
. broademng ‘of solicitors rights
in  court, pointing out that
solicitors galrgady hadrights of

proposals: for revolutmmsmg
_ the temmry s legal system in;
March this year. The récom- ©
mended " changes- -included

“movestocrush barriers divid-

That is a’'mové:that should
_save 'litigants’: money. How-
-ever,. the Bar - chairman,
Gladys:Li, QC; said the QCs
would: be able to reject cases

territory has been- whether - -

solicitors should -be-able to

grab-a chunk of the lucrative
High Court-advocacy market:
Last

night "~ “barristers
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