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	Codifying Directors Duties: The UK Experience & Lessons for Hong Kong
	CPD point(s) :

The Law Society of Hong Kong

: 3 points

The HKICPA

: 3 hours
The HKICS

: 3 points


	By the beginning of the 20th Century the UK business community had raised significant concerns about the range and complexity of duties that directors of companies were required to comply with. The review of the company law was begun by the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), now the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), in the late 1990's.  A central ethos of 'think small first' simplifying the complexity of directors' duties through codification became a central part of the work of the DTI review. A set of general duties of directors was drawn up after the review which now resides in a codified form in the Companies Act 2006 as: the duty to act within their powers (§ 171); duty to promote the success of the company (§ 172); duty to exercise independent judgement (§ 173); duty to exercise reasonable skill and diligence (§ 174); duty to avoid conflicts of interest (§ 175); and duty not to accept benefits from third parties (§ 176). Section 170 specifically states that the duties are owed to the company and that they are derived from the previous common law and equitable duties and must be interpreted and applied in the same way as common law rules and equitable principles. This seminar aims to explore the background, implementation and after effect of the codification of the UK common law set of directors duties and highlight the lessons that Hong Kong may learn from this process.


	Date
	: Thursday, 30 May 2013

	Time
	: 2:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.  (Registration at 2:00 p.m.)

	Level

Presenter

Panelists

(in alphabetical order)
	: Intermediate

: Professor Alan Dignam, Professor of Corporate Law, School of Law, Queen 

Mary University of London

: Ms. Julia Charlton, Partner, Charltons

  Mr. Mohan Datwani, Solicitor & Accredited Mediator, Director, Technical and         

    Research, The Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries 

  Mr. Anthony Rogers, ex VP, Court of Appeal HKSAR

  Ms. Wendy Yung, Executive Director & Company Secretary, Hysan   

    Development Co Ltd.

	Language

	 : English

	Venue


	 : Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre, 38/F, Two Exchange Square, 8 Connaught Place, Central, Hong Kong

	Fee
	: HK$450 for members of the Law Society, HKICPA or HKICS

  HK$750 for non-members


In association with:         
Sponsors: 

[image: image5.png]tricer

The Business Enablers



[image: image6.png](Y, nob
Q) ke



[image: image7.png]EM&EH
Sino Group



[image: image8.jpg]=
@ Executive

CU I_IK Education

BUSINESS SCHOOL



[image: image9.jpg]Ul

EVERSHEDS

2 BB B AR F BT






Codifying Directors Duties: 
The UK Experience & Lessons for Hong Kong
Thursday, 30 May 2013
2:30p.m. to 5:45p.m.

Programme

2.30 p.m. – 2:35 p.m.           Opening remarks and introductions

2.35 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Presentation




Professor Alan Dignam

Professor of Corporate Law, School of Law, Queen Mary University of London

4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Refreshment break

4:15 p.m. – 5:40p.m.
Panel discussion (in alphabetical order by surname)




Ms. Julia Charlton 



Partner, Charltons



Professor Alan Dignam 



Professor of Corporate Law, School of Law, Queen Mary 



University of London




Mr. Mohan Datwani




Solicitor & Accredited Mediator, Director, Technical and        

  


Research, The Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries




Mr. Anthony Rogers



Ex VP, Court of Appeal, HKSAR




Ms. Wendy Yung



Executive Director & Company Secretary, Hysan Development 



Co Ltd.
5:40p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Concluding remarks and presentation of souvenirs


                    Supporting organization




   Host  



                     Supporting organisation
Codifying Directors Duties: The UK Experience & Lessons for Hong Kong
30 May 2013
Enrolment Slip

To :
The Law Society of Hong Kong, 3rd Floor, Wing On House, 71 Des Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong 


(Attention: Mr. Isaac Yim - Tel: 2846 0587)
Name:  Mr./Ms.      




(full name)

	I am a:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Law Society Member



Solicitor No
:      
(if applicable)




Year of admission:             (if applicable)



Trainee   :    FORMCHECKBOX 
 First /  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Second year (if applicable)
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

HKICPA Member
(membership number :      





 )

 FORMCHECKBOX 

HKICS Member 
(membership number :      





 )

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-member 
(please specify your occupation :      





 )


(please tick as appropriate)


	Do you wish to claim CPD points for your attendance?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

CPD points required from The Law Society of Hong Kong

 FORMCHECKBOX 

CPD points required from the HKICPA

 FORMCHECKBOX 

CPD points required from the HKICS


(please tick as appropriate)



Company/Firm:      

Fax:       


Address:      


E-mail:      

Tel:      


I enclose a cheque made payable to “The Law Society of Hong Kong” for $       in payment for the above course.  

I have read and accepted the Enrolment Conditions as stated below.

Signature:      

Date:      


Enrolment Conditions:
1.
Enrolments will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. 

2.
The CPD Attendance Policy will apply to the Law Society’s members. Bad Weather Policy will apply to all participants. Please enquire for further details.

3.
The Law Society of Hong Kong reserves the right to alter the contents, speakers(s) or otherwise of this course, or cancel this course.

4.
Places cannot be reserved by facsimile. Registrations will only be accepted upon full payment of the course fee and receipt of the enrolment slip.

5.
Course fees shall under no circumstances be refunded. If you cannot attend a booked course, you may transfer your booking to a replacement delegate provided that the Law Society is notified in writing at least one clear day in advance of the scheduled course date.
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