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The Law Society of Hong Kong 27 June 2024
3/F, Wing On House,

71 Des Voeux Road Central,

Hong Kong

Dear Sirs,

Section 15 of the New Territories Ordinance (Cap.97) (“NTO”)

I write to bring up a land administration issue relating to the NTO for the reference of
your members. ‘

Section 15 of the NTO is concerned with land held from the Government under lease
or other grant, agreement or licence in the name of a clan, family or #’ong (“Tso/Tong”). The
section provides, among other things, for the requirement on the appointment of a manager by a
Tso/Tong and if the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (“SHYA”) approves the appointment,
he shall register the name of the manager so appointed. A registered manager shall have full power
to dispose of or in any way deal with the land of the Tso/Tong as if he were the sole owner thereof,
subject to the consent of the SHYA (“the Consent™). .

Recently it has come to our attention that in a case concerning land in the New
Territories, a ‘Tso/Tong as the Vendor had executed an Assignment of the land for selling and
assigning the same to a Purchaser but the Consent to the Assignment from the relevant District
Officer on behalf of the SHYA had not been obtained. I am sure that you will understand the
potential adverse impact arising from the absence of the Consent that may have on the effect of the
Assignment and on the effectiveness of the Assignment in passing a good title to the property
concerned. '

We expect that solicitors dealing with matters concerning land owned by Tso/Tong
should be familiar with the NTO and should duly and professionally advise their clients on the
NTO. I would therefore invite you to remind your members of the key provisions of the NTO and
the importance. of complying with relevant requirements when /andling land transactions
involving Tso/Tong land and properties.

Yours singerely,

for Direttor of Lands

c.c. DLO/SK _
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