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News Update: 25 March 2024
Anticipated Upsurge of Applications for Company Incorporation

According to the Public Revenue Protection (Business Registration) Order 2024 and the
Business Registration Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 2) Order 2024, the prescribed
business registration fees will be adjusted and business registration levy will be waived for 2
years with effect from 1 April 2024*.

With effect from 1 April 2024, all applications for incorporation of local companies and
applications for registration of non-Hong Kong companies delivered to the Registry using the
One-stop Company and Business Registration Service must be accompanied by the correct
business registration fee and levy. Please refer to the attached business registration fee & levy
table for details.

The Registry anticipates that there will be an increase of incorporation applications in the last
week of March 2024. We envisage that this will have a significant impact on the services
delivered by the Registry and may entail longer queuing time for document submissions and
longer processing time for incorporation applications.

The Registry will redeploy resources to maintain a quality service as far as
practicable. However, it is possible that we may not be able to meet the performance pledges
for our services at times of huge influx of incorporation applications.

In this connection, we would appreciate your assistance and strongly recommend that you
consider adopting the following measures:-

o Deliver incorporation applications electronically by using our electronic incorporation
service at the “e-Services Portal” (www.e-services.cr.gov.hk). For straight-forward
cases, the electronic certificates of incorporation and business registration certificates
can be issued within one hour. You may also deliver other specified forms (e.g. annual
returns) and related documents electronically at our e-Services Portal.

e For applications delivered in hard copy form, make sufficient time for the period of
processing of the applications. As far as possible, deliver applications and other
documents, including annual returns, once they are ready.

e Deposit documents and cheques into the Registry’s Drop-in box at the Public Service
Hall on the 14th floor of Queensway Government Offices. This will save queuing
time. The Registry will issue official receipts or acknowledgement slips to the document
presentors by post.

For enquiries relating to applications for incorporation, please contact our Assistant Registry
Manager (New Companies), Ms Helen WONG, at 2867 4790 or helenwong@cr.gov.hk.

Please inform your members at your earliest convenience.
*The relevant legislative amendment is subject to the scrutiny of the Legislative Council.
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