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The participants were also shown photos exhibiting historical events and international achievements of China as well as 
unique souvenirs and antique gifts from past visiting dignitaries.

The visit presented a valuable opportunity for members to better understand the MFA’s responsibilities. Members 
welcomed similar visits in the future.

Meeting with Star Guests Luminaries

In the second half of 2014, the PPC met with Jeff Sze Chun-fai, Political Assistant to the Secretary for Education, and Dr. 
York Chow, Chairperson of the Equal Opportunities Commission (“EOC”), in two small-group meetings to hear their views 
on, respectively, the development of the Hong Kong education system and the reform of anti-discrimination laws. The 
meetings offered valuable insights for the PPC to formulate recommendations to The Council on government 
consultations, including the 2014 Public Consultation on Discrimination Law Review by the EOC.

Members of the Committee:

Nick CHAN (Chair) 10/10 Charles C.C. CHAU (resigned in November) 0/9
Frederick K.C. KAN (Vice-Chair) 3/10 Horace K.K. CHEUNG 2/10
CHAN Chak Ming 3/10 Sebastian Y.F. KO 9/10
Serina K.S. CHAN (resigned in July) 1/4 Angela Y.L. LAU 7/10
Bonnie J.Y. CHAN 0/10 Terry LIU 3/10
Keith C.W. CHAN 3/10 Raymond C.P. SIU 6/10
CHAN Tze Chin 10/10 Roden M.L. TONG 6/10
Stanley W.L. CHAN 6/10 James K.T. WONG 4/10
Wendy CHAN 4/10 Eric H.Y. WOO 5/10
Eliza L.S. CHANG 6/10 Roderick B. WOO 0/10

Secretary: Assistant Director, Communication and External Affairs

WORKING PARTY ON LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIPS (“LLPS”)

The Working Party convened on three occasions.

Section 7AD of the amended Legal Practitioners Ordinance (“Amendment Ordinance”) requires every LLP to have top-up 
insurance cover for loss arising from any default that exceeds HK$10 million up to an amount not less than HK$10 million 
in respect of any one claim, with no limit in the aggregate.

Section 7AJ of the Amendment Ordinance provides that the name of a limited liability partnership must include “Limited 
Liability Partnership” or the abbreviation “LLP” or “L.L.P.”. If it has a Chinese name, it must include the words “有限法律
責任合夥” as part of the Chinese name. The Working Party reviewed the Foreign Lawyers’ Practice Rules and the 
Solicitors’ Practice Rules. It took the view that to avoid confusion, these Rules had to be amended to clarify that 
notwithstanding that the firm name of its parent firm includes “LLP”, a foreign firm shall only include “LLP” in its name if it 
is a limited liability partnership to which the Amendment Ordinance applies.
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The draft Limited Liability Partnerships (Top-Up Insurance) Rules and amendments to the Foreign Lawyers’ Practice 
Rules and the Solicitors’ Practice Rules were sent to the Chief Justice for approval in principle towards the end of 2013 
and the Working Party received comments on the drafts from the Judiciary in April. The Working Party addressed the 
comments raised and obtained a confirmation from the Judiciary that it had no further comments in July.

The Working Party then submitted the draft legislation to the Drafting Division of the Department of Justice for vetting in 
July and also started preparation of the Chinese text of the draft legislation. Between July and December, the Working 
Party engaged in extensive correspondence with the Drafting Division. The draft legislation was finalised in December 
when the Working Party submitted it to the Judiciary for final approval.

The Working Party had kept the general membership closely informed of the progress of the legislative exercise by 
publishing updates via the President’s Weekly Letter dated 14 February and 25 July as well as Hong Kong Lawyer in the 
monthly issues in January and August.

Further, to give advance notice of the requirement in relation to the use of “LLP” as part of a firm’s name, in April, a letter 
was sent to each of the foreign firms that currently include “LLP” as part of their firm names to remind them of the 
amendments to the Foreign Lawyers Practice Rules and the Solicitors Practice Rules arising from the introduction of 
limited liability partnerships.

The introduction of limited liability partnerships also necessitates consequential amendments to Order 81 of the Rules of 
the High Court and Order 81 of the Rules of the District Court. The Working Party had been working closely with the 
Administration on the proposed amendments to these provisions. After numerous rounds of internal discussions among 
members of the Working Group on Order 81 and correspondence with the Administration, the Working Party confirmed 
to the Administration that it had no further comment on the proposed amendments in August. However, in December, 
the Working Party received further proposed amendments to Order 81 of the Rules of the High Court from the 
Administration. The Working Party had reverted with its comments on those further revisions and awaited feedback from 
the Administration.

The Working Party will work at full speed to push for the implementation of limited liability partnerships in 2015.

Members of the Working Party :

Joseph C. W. LI (Chair) Amirali B. NASIR
Junius K. Y. HO David G. SMYTH
Allan C. Y. LEUNG Huen WONG
Michael J. LINTERN-SMITH

Secretary: Secretary General


