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Head |
No. %
Pass 134 73
Fail 50 27
Total 184
Written Heads Head |
Head Il
Head Il
Head IV
Oral Head: Head V

Jurisdictions

1 Australia
2 Belgium’
3 Canada
4 England and Wales
5 Hong Kong?
6 India
7 Israel
8 [taly’
9 Japan'
10  Mainland China’
11 Malaysia
12 New Zealand
18  Pakistan
14 Quebec!
15  Scotland
16  Singapore
17 Republic of South Africa
18  SrilLanka
19  Sweden'
20 USA.
Total
! Non-common law jurisdiction
2 Barrister
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Head Il Head llI Head IV Head V The Exam
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
46 75 46 77 49 52 0 o 127 59
15 25 14 23 45 48 0 0 89 41
61 60 94 0 216
Conveyancing
Civil and Criminal Procedure
Commercial and Company Law
Accounts and Professional Conduct
Principles of Common Law
Number of Candidates Percentage*
40 18.5
1 0.5
2 0.9
58 26.9
9 4.2
3 1.4
1 0.5
2 0.9
2 0.9
20 9.3
1 0.5
7 3.2
1 0.5
1 0.5
1 0.5
13 6.0
1 0.5
1 0.5
1 0.5
51 23.6
216

The percentages have been calculated to the nearest decimal point. Therefore the aggregation of the percentages may not add up to 100%.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS AND DEVELOPMENT

The Committee oversees the administration of the RME Programme which aims at raising the awareness of risk issues
and promoting good risk management of legal practice.

Since its implementation in November 2004, the RME Programme has been in operation for over 10 years extending its
application gradually to all Hong Kong solicitors practising as sole practitioners, partners, associates, consultants, trainee
solicitors, and registered foreign lawyers working in Hong Kong law firms.

With the establishment of the Academy, the RME courses are all offered through the Academy.

Eight Module 1A, eight Module 1B, six Module 2A and six Module 2B of principals’ core courses, five Module 1 and five
Module 2 of non-principals’ core courses, 13 Module 1 and 13 Module 2 of registered foreign lawyers’ core courses, 23
Module 1 and 23 Module 2 of trainee solicitors’ core courses, 23 compulsory first elective courses for trainee solicitors,
and 234 elective courses were held during the year. The Committee monitored closely the evaluation of these courses by
the course participants.

RME electives have since 1 November 2008 been offered free of charge to those participants who have to fulfil their RME
obligations in the relevant RME practice year and who have not attended any other RME electives during that year. Free
core courses have also been offered by the Academy to all trainee solicitors since 1 November 2009. With effect from 1
November, to mark the 10th Anniversary of the RME Programme, the principals’ core courses, non-principals’ core
courses, registered foreign lawyers’ core courses and the compulsory first elective courses for trainee solicitors are also
offered free of charge. Accordingly, with effect from 1 November, all courses within the RME Programme are offered free
to participants.

RME courses are generally conducted in English. However, since 2010 the Academy has offered RME core courses in
Putonghua to registered foreign lawyers.

The RME Committee convened one meeting during the year. Matters considered by the Committee in the meeting and
by paper circulation included:

(@  the appointment of part-time RME course tutors;

(b)  review of the progress in updating the RME Programme and developing new electives;
(c) amendments to the Application Forms for Renewal of Registration as a Foreign Lawyer;
(d) amendments to the RME Information Package;

(e) applications for exemption from complying with the RME requirements; and

()  topics for new RME elective courses.

The Committee considered 85 applications for exemption from complying with the RME requirements pursuant to rule
8A of the Legal Practitioners (RME) Rules.
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Cecilia K.W. WONG (Chair) Alex K.L. LAU
CHUNG Lai Ming Joseph C.W. LI
Warren P. GANESH

Secretary: Director of Standards & Development

The Sub-Committee is tasked with the responsibility to review applications for accreditation of RME course providers,
courses and activities in accordance with the accreditation criteria.

The Sub-Committee considered 83 applications for accreditation and accredited 50 elective courses offered by law firms
and other institutions and 18 elective courses offered by commercial providers.

Course provider accreditation for RME elective courses was introduced in 2007. The Sub-Committee considered 10
applications for renewal of accredited providers status, and one new application for accreditation as a provider. 11 law
firms accredited as RME elective course providers offered a total of 123 in-house elective courses during the year.

The Sub-Committee also considered one application for writing article and two applications for conducting legal research
for accreditation as RME elective activities.

Joseph C.W. LI (Chair) Christopher KNIGHT
CHUNG Lai Ming Alan M.B. LAM
Heather DOUGLAS

Secretary: Director of Standards & Development

The Working Party convened two meetings to consider:

(@  consequential amendments to the SP/ Rules;

(b)  questions raised by the Department of Justice (“DOJ”) on the Practising Certificate (Special Conditions) Rules;
(c) Part 5 of the Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2014; and

(d) top-up professional indemnity insurance and identification of the overall supervising partner in a solicitor
corporation.
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Members of the Working Party attended a meeting of the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services of the
Legislative Council in May to discuss the progress of the implementation of the Solicitor Corporation Rules, the
consequential amendments to LPO and its subsidiary legislation, consumer protection, whether it was necessary for top-
up profession indemnity insurance and notification to clients of the identity of the overall supervising partner in a solicitor

corporation.

Junius K.Y. HO (Chair) Joseph C.W. LI
Anthony W.K. CHOW lvan C.K. NG

IP Shing Hing Peter K.P. SIT
Frederick K.C. KAN Cecilia K-W. WONG

Christopher E. LAMBERT

Secretary: Director of Standards & Development

The Working Party conducted two fora, one in January for members of The Law Society and the other in February for
students, to explain the purpose of the consultation on CEE, to answer questions raised on the consultation, and to
solicit views of the members and students. A total of 180 participants attended the two fora.

The Working Party conducted one joint meeting with the Legal Education Committee to consider the responses to the
consultation on the CEE, and the comments of the consultants on the responses.

Stephen W.S. HUNG (Chair) HA Yiu Fai

Bonita B.Y. CHAN Lester G. HUANG
Charles C.C. CHAU (resigned in October) Nadine LAl
Anthony W.K. CHOW Felix K.Y. YAU
CHUI Pak Ming Dieter YIH

Secretary: Director of Standards & Development

The Working Party held one meeting to discuss the proposed amendments to the Special Conditions Rules and the
incidental amendments to the SPR prepared by the DOJ. Upon conclusion of the legislative drafting exercise in
consultation with DOJ, The Law Society will apply to the Chief Justice for his final approval of the proposed amendments.
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Joseph C.W. LI (Chair) Dieter YIH
IP Shing Hing Margot TUNG
Thomas S.T. SO

Secretary: Assistant Director, Regulation and Guidance

The newly formed Working Party is tasked with vetting the Chinese translation of the Conduct Guide and it held one
meeting.

The Working Party took note and agreed that the Chinese translation of the Conduct Guide was for reference only. In the
event of any discrepancy between the English and Chinese versions of the Conduct Guide, the English version shall
prevail.

The Working Party has so far reviewed the Chinese translations of the Foreword, Chapters 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the
Conduct Guide. Upon completion of the review, the Chinese translation of the Conduct Guide will be submitted to the
Standing Committee and the Council for approval.

Huen WONG (Chair) Amirali B. NASIR
Joseph C.W. LI Tony Y.H. YEN

Secretary: Assistant Director, Regulation & Guidance
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