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Figure 10: Home jurisdictions of foreign law firms

Number %

USA 19 25.33

Mainland China 13 17.33

England and Wales 5 6.67

Cayman Islands 4 5.33

France 4 5.33

British Virgin Islands 3 4.00

Canada 3 4.00

Germany 3 4.00

Sweden 3 4.00

Belgium 2 2.67

Bermuda 2 2.67

Guernsey 2 2.67

Italy 2 2.67

Luxembourg 2 2.67

The Philippines 2 2.67

Switzerland 2 2.67

Australia 1 1.33

Ireland 1 1.33

Japan 1 1.33

Malaysia 1 1.33

There were 32 Associations registered between foreign law firms and solicitors’ firms (30 in 2011). 11 new foreign law firms 

commenced practice (11 in 2011). 14 foreign law firms were closed, nine of which established local practices. (In 2011, 10 

were closed, eight of which established local practices.)

There were 14,874 unqualified staff members employed by solicitors’ firms at the end of the year (14,609 at the end of 

2011). In addition, there were 450 unqualified staff members employed by foreign law firms at the end of 2012 (446 in 2011).

The Standing Committee on Compliance oversees the work of the Conduct Section in administrating the authorised 

solicitors’ clerks scheme and has delegated its power to the Consents Committee to consider applications. By December, 

there were 965 authorised solicitors’ clerks (960 in 2011).

The Law Society continued to waive subscription fees for student members in 2012. By the end of the year, there were 260 

student members registered with The Law Society (306 in 2011).

At the end of December, the number of Law Society Approved Law Costs Draftsmen was 37.

Notes: There were 70 foreign law firms in Hong Kong, of which one was 

registered to practise the laws of both Cayman Islands and BVI, one 

was registered to practise the laws of Cayman Islands and Guernsey, 

one was registered to practise the laws of Bermuda and BVI, one was 

registered to practise the laws of the USA and Malaysia, and one was 

registered to practise the laws of England and Wales and the USA. (In 

2011, there were 73 foreign law firms, of which five were registered to 

practise the law of more than one jurisdiction.)
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