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Ms Joyce Wong

Director of Practitioners Affairs

The Law Society of Hong Kong
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Central, Hong Kong

Dear Ms Wong,

Foreign Judgments (Reciprocal Enforcement)
Ordinance (Cap 319)

| last wrote to you on 8 December 1997 on the results of our
enquiries with foreign jurisdictions designated under the Foreign
Judgments (Reciprocal Enforcement) Ordinance (Cap 319). Since the
date of that letter, we have received some further information, from
Belgium and Brunei. The purpose of this letter is to provide you with a
synopsis of our latest information. | should reiterate that the application
and interpretation of Cap 319 in relation to judgments from the above-
mentioned countries is a matter for the HKSAR courts.

Belgium

The Consulate General of Belgium has confirmed that under
the Judicial Code of Belgium (Article 570) judgments of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (‘HKSAR”) can be recognised and
enforced in Belgium. Applications must comply with the requirements of
the Judicial Code.
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Brunei

The Attorney General’'s Chambers of Brunei have informed
us that the relevant legislation in Brunei is the Emergency (Reciprocal
Enforcement of Foreign Judgments) Order 1996. It appears that the
HKSAR is not at present designated in it.

Israel

You will recall that | mentioned in my letter of 8 December
that the Israeli Consulate General had earlier confirmed that judgments of
the HKSAR would still be enforced by the courts in Israel subject to
reciprocity being maintained by the HKSAR courts. The Israeli Consulate
General has subsequently supplemented that information by pointing out
that according to its Foreign Judgments Enforcement Law of 1958 (as
amended), recognition (as opposed to enforcement) of foreign judgments
is, as a general rule, based on Agreements with the States of origin of the
foreign judgments. However, Article 11 of the 1958 Law provides that the
Israeli courts, in dealing with and for the purposes of a matter within their
jurisdiction, may recognise foreign judgments if they consider it lawful
and just to do so, even if the conditions set out in the Law have not been
fulfilled.

Yours sincerely,

(David Little)
Law Officer (International Law)
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