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      "Other Specified Uses (Business)" Zones

                     The Town Planning Board on 19 January 2001 announced the 

      introduction of a set of guidelines for application to developments within 

      the newly designated "OU(Business)" zones on outline zoning plans.

      2.            All existing holders of Government leases within these new 

      zones should note that whilst the statutory framework on planning for 

      these areas has now been relaxed, the current land administration policy 

      applicable, territory-wide, to lease modifications etc. has not been 

      altered and all current related practices are still applicable.

      3.            As soon as the statutory procedures to effect the necessary 

      amendments to the concerned outline zoning plans have been completed, 

      holders of existing government leases (held for 'industrial' purposes) who 

      wish to take advantage of the new planning parameters, should submit their 

      applications to the respective District Lands offices concerned, for lease 

      modification or waiver, as appropriate, in the usual manner. In line with 

      our current policy, any approval given will be subject to the payment of a 

      modification premium or waiver fee, depending on the nature of the 

      permission being given.

      4.            In the case of lease modifications to give effect to the 

      above zoning changes (and when new government sites within these new zones 

      are to be offered for sale), our intention is that a new user clause for 

      'non-residential' purposes (excluding certain other specific categories of 

      uses, as appropriate) will be adopted.
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