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Land Registry Circular Memorandum No. 2/01

Land Registers and Personal Data Privacy




Since the commencement of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance (“PDPO”) in December 1996, some members of the public have expressed concern about the personal data contained in the public registers.

2.


The purposes of the land records are to prevent secret and fraudulent conveyances, and to provide means whereby the titles to real and immovable property may be easily traced and ascertained.  Any information, including personal data, contained in instruments and memorials lodged for registration will appear in the public land registers kept by the Land Registry.  All documents are open for public search and inspection.  

3.


Principle 1(3) in Schedule 1 of the PDPO requires that the data subjects be explicitly informed before the collection of personal data of the purpose for which the data are to be used and the classes of persons to whom the data may be transferred.

4.


As the personal data for the preparation of instruments are collected before the instruments are submitted for registration in this office, I write to ask you to ensure that all practicable steps are taken to comply with Principle 1(3) in Schedule 1 of the PDPO by informing the data subjects that upon registration of documents in the Land Registry the personal data contained therein will become open to public search and inspection.

5.


For enquiries, please contact the Customer Service Manager, Mr. Kwok Wai-yuen, at 2867 2882 or the Personal Data Privacy Officer, Mrs. Cynthia So, at 2867 8008.
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