Arrangement for Gale and Rainstorm Warnings

Tropical Cyclone Signal No. 8 and Rainstorm Black Warning

1.
On the hoisting of tropical cyclone signal No. 8 (or above) or rainstorm black warning signal, all courts and tribunals shall be adjourned under the Judicial Proceedings (Adjournment During Gale Warnings) Ordinance (Cap. 62) (the Ordinance) unless otherwise directed by a Judge or a Judicial Officer in a particular instance. All court registries and all other offices will also be closed and staff may return home. Where a Judge or a Judicial Officer wishes to continue sitting in a particular instance, his staff will remain on duty to provide the necessary support.

2.
In the case of a rainstorm black warning signal, staff and members of the public should be encouraged to stay in the court building for their own safety.

Resumption of Judicial Proceedings

3.
Section 4 of the Ordinance provides that the adjourned proceedings shall be resumed on the next day, which is not a public holiday, after the day on which a gale or rainstorm warning (i.e. tropical cyclone signal No. 8 or above or a rainstorm black warning signal) ceases. Notwithstanding the provision in section 4, section 6 stipulates that the Chief Justice may by order provide for the resumption of adjourned judicial proceedings if he considers it expedient to do so.

Resumption on the same day

4.
In order to make efficient use of court time, the Chief Justice has, by virtue of the power conferred on him by section 6 of the Ordinance, given approval for judicial proceedings to be resumed on the same day on which a gale or a rainstorm warning ceases under the following circumstances:

(a)
If the signal is lowered at or before 6 a.m. all courts, tribunals, court registries and public offices will open at their usual times. All adjourned proceedings for the previous day(s), if any, will be resumed at 9:30 a.m. Staff must attend work as usual.

(b)
If the signal is lowered between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m. or at 10 a.m., all courts, tribunals, court registries and public offices will open at 2:30 p.m. All adjourned proceedings for the morning and the previous day(s), if any, will be resumed at 2:30 p.m. Staff must resume duty as soon after the signal is lowered as transport conditions permit.

Resumption on the next day

5.
Judicial proceedings will be resumed on the next day, in accordance with section 4 of the Ordinance, under the following circumstances:

(a)
If the signal is lowered between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., no courts, tribunals (save and except for the night courts of Labour Tribunal), court registries and public offices will open that day. Nevertheless, staff must resume duty once the signal is lowered as transport conditions permit though the court registries and public offices will remain closed to the public. Officers-in-charge of the court registries and public offices should cause a notice to be displayed to inform the public that the courts, tribunals, court registries and public offices are closed and will re-open the next day. Subject to an order being made by the Chief Justice under section 6, all adjourned proceedings for that day and the precious day(s), if any, will be resumed at 9:30 a.m. the next day, which is not a public holiday.

(b)
If the signal is lowered at or after 2:30 p.m., all courts, tribunals, court registries and public offices will remain closed for that day. Staff will resume duty as transportation conditions permit. As a general rule, they are not required to report for duty if the signal is lowered within two hours of the close of business. All courts, tribunals, court registries and all offices will open at the usual time the following day.

Resumption of proceedings adjourned on a Friday

6.
If a signal is lowered on a Friday after 10 a.m., judicial proceedings at all levels of courts (save and except those in the night courts of the Labour Tribunal) part heard or set down for hearing will be resumed at 9:30 am. on the following Saturday, which is not a public holiday.

7.
The arrangements for the resumption of judicial proceedings in the night courts of the Labour Tribunal after a gale or rainstorm warning (i.e. tropical cyclone signal No.8 or above or a rainstorm black warning signal) are as follows:

(a)
If the signal is lowered before 2:30 p.m., the night Courts will be open at 6:00 p.m. as usual. Approval has been obtained from the Chief Justice for the proceedings to be resumed on the same day by virtue of the power conferred on him by section 6 of the Ordinance.

(b)
If the signal is lowered at or after 2:30 p.m., the night courts will not be open on that day. All adjourned proceedings will be resumed at 6:00 p.m. on the next day, which is not a Saturday or a public holiday, as provided for under section 4 of the Ordinance.

