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Planning Department

         
Practice Note for Professional Persons

         
No. 5/2000

Application for Minor Amendments

to Approved Development Proposals



In order to streamline the development process, the Town Planning Board (the Board) has agreed to delegate, pursuant to s.2(5)(b) of the Town Planning Ordinance (the Ordinance), its authority to the District Planning Officer* (DPO) and the Director of Planning (D of Plan) to consider planning applications for minor amendments to development schemes approved by the Board under s.16 of the Ordinance.  The latest Town Planning Board Guidelines for Minor Amendments to Approved Development Proposals (TPB PG-No. 19A) is relevant and should be read together with this Practice Note.

2.

As part of the latest Guidelines, the Board has also agreed to simplify the procedures for submission of such planning applications.

Submission of Applications for Minor Amendments

3.

For planning applications in respect of minor amendments to be approved by the DPO* and/or the D of Plan under the Board’s delegated authority, the applicant does not need to complete the s.16 application form.  The applicant would be required to submit only 20 copies of the relevant plans and supporting documents (if any) highlighting the difference(s) between the current submission and the approved scheme and, where appropriate, the reasons for the proposed change(s).

4.

Subject to paragraph 5, for applications to be approved by the DPO*, the applicants will be informed of the decision within 4 weeks from the date of receipt of the application.  For applications to be processed by the D of Plan, the applicants will be informed of the decision within 6 weeks from the date of receipt of the application.

5.

Applications which are considered unacceptable by Government departments concerned will be submitted to the Board for determination within the two-month statutory time limit.  In these cases, the Secretariat of the Board will liaise with the applicants for additional copies of the relevant plans and supporting documents.

6.

In determining whether the amendments to the approved development proposals should be processed by the DPO* and/or the D of Plan under the Board’s delegated authority, reference should be made to the scheme last approved by the Board itself.  If the amendments approved/to be approved by the DPO* and/or the D of Plan under the Board’s delegated authority in aggregate amount to amendments that should be considered by the Board, the case would have to be submitted to the Board for consideration.

Amendments for Fulfilling Approval Conditions

7.

For amendments made as a result of fulfilling the approval conditions, the Board has agreed that no separate application will be required provided that such amendments will not materially affect the originally approved scheme and are acceptable to all Government departments concerned.  Amendments which are considered unacceptable by any concerned Government department will be submitted to the Board for determination.

(Signed)

(B. C. K. FUNG)

Director of Planning

Planning Department

Date : 24 August 2000

Note: *
Minor amendment to approved Land Development Corporation Schemes would be processed by Chief Town Planner/Urban Renewal 
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