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Issue  No.  5/2000

The   Provision   of    Owners'    Corporation

or    Owners'     Committee

Office   in   Residential    Developments

In modern lease conditions, watchmen and caretaker's office are usually allowed in residential developments. The area of such accommodation is generally exempted from the total gross floor area and total site coverage calculation under the lease. Such provision enhances the standards of control and management of buildings.

2.
Provision of space for use by the owners' committee or owners' corporation provides an additional way to achieve the same goal. To allow the committee or the corporation to have a proper address and space for convening meetings and undertaking administrative works, it is considered that the provision of Owners' Corporation or Owners' Committee Office should be allowed for.

3.
This practice note is to advise you that a new Owners' Corporation or Owners' Committee Office clause will be included in future lease conditions. When a lease contains such a clause, such office, if the gross floor area Of which does not exceed 20 square metres, will be permitted and will not be counted as part of the total gross floor area and total site coverage. To qualify for the exemption, the area must be designated as common area and annotated as "Owners' Corporation or Owners' Committee Office" on the building plan. Office area in excess of the above maximum limit will be counted towards gross floor area and site coverage.

4.
For existing leases which do not contain a clause permitting provision of such office, a modification of the lease conditions is required and each application would be considered on its own merits,

5.
The policy on exempting the Owners' Corporation or Owners' Committee Office from gross floor area and site coverage calculation is based on the fact that such office, being pan of the common areas, is to be used and occupied by the owners' corporation or owner's committee formed by the co-owners of the lot. Therefore, the exemption is not applicable to single residence development.
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