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STAMPING PROCEDURES AND EXPLANATORY NOTES
Adjudication under Section 13 of the Stamp Duty Ordinance
Background
             Following the implementation of the Stamp Duty (Amendment) Ordinance 2000 (the Amendment   Ordinance) on 1st June 2000, the amount of adjudication fee payable for requesting the Collector of Stamp   Revenue (the Collector) to express his opinion on whether an executed instrument is chargeable to stamp duty and the amount of stamp duty chargeable thereon is revised from $20 to $50. The Amendment ordinance also exempts certain types of instruments from the payment of the adjudication fee.

Instruments exempted from payment of adjudication fee

             After implementation of the Amendment Ordinance adjudication fee shall not be payable in respect of the request for adjudication of an instrument which, as provided under the Stamp Duty Ordinance, will not be duly stamped unless it is adjudicated by the Collector. The provisions that laid down such requirements and the types of instruments affected are as follows -

     (a)   Section 24(2) [conveyance/contract notes in consideration of debt]

     (b)   Sections 27(3), 29F(2) [instruments operating as a gift]

     (c)   Sections 29H(3), 45(3) [instruments qualifying for the relief for associated companies asset     

             transfer]  
     (d)   Section 44(3) [instruments effecting a gift to exempted institution]

     (e)   Note 4 to head 1(1) and Note 3 to head 2(3) in the First Schedule [foreclosure order]
             Any person who has paid the adjudication fee in respect of such an instrument after the  Amendment Ordinance is effective can apply to the Collector for a refund of the adjudication fee within 2 years after the document is adjudicated by the Collector.

Procedure to apply for adjudication

             In order to identify the instruments submitted for adjudication which are exempted from the payment of adjudication fee and to facilitate prompt processing of applications for adjudication, applicants are requested to complete the form in the Appendix and forward it to the Stamp Office with documents presented for adjudication.                                                                                 
Stamping of Instruments

          
Documents presented for adjudication will be stamped with a stamp denoting either the amount of

adjudication fee paid or that the adjudication fee is not payable.
Enquiry

     
For enquiries, please contact the Stamp Office by telephone or in writing as follows: -
                      
Telephone number:      
2594 3201       
                      
Fax number:          
2519 6740                                     

                      
Address:                    
3/F, Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.
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