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The Law Society of Hong Kong
Concerns Ethical Standards and Prosocial Behavior of Young People

The Law Society of Hong Kong successfully held its project ‘Teen Talk’ for the first
time in 2010, attracting more than 1,400 students to participate in a whole-day
discussion of topics on societal and personal values. For a better understanding of
young people’s views and opinions on personal and social values, The Law Society of
Hong Kong in collaboration with The Hong Kong Polytechnic University has
conducted a survey of students who participated in last year’s “Teen Talk”. 523

completed questionnaires were received.

The Law Society of Hong Kong and The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
announced the survey findings today (16 May 2011). The survey examined young
people’s moral standard, values, and pro-social behavior, as well as to identify the
factors linked to the development of their prosocial behaviour characteristics. The
survey findings revealed that the respondents think that the moral standard of young
people is low (29%) or not high not low (40%). Over half (56%) of them think that
the moral standard of young people is declining and are not interested in offering
help to others or volunteering (prosocial behaviour).

The respondents of survey are Secondary 4 to Secondary 6 students from 32 different
schools. The majority (69%) is female, and most (96.1%) are aged 15-18. The
students who took part in the survey (as well as in the Teen Talk) were those with
relatively good academic achievement and better conduct at school, and many of them

also have greater interest in current issues.

Most participating students thought their own moral standard is not high and at the
same time declining. 98.3% of them agree that one ‘should not break the law’, an
66.8% think ‘hard-working is the key to success’. On the other hand, 31.8% thought
that ‘they can obtain happiness using money’ and 63.8% expected that ‘they would be
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worried about money’; 48.2% anticipated that “they will be forced to follow what
others do (morally) in order to prevent being rejected”. 18.9% agreed that ‘as long as
the ways being used to make money do not cause any harm to others; it does not
matter whether it is legal or illegal.’

President of the Hong Kong Law Society, Huen Wong believes Law Society could
help to increase young people’s knowledge about law and enhance a positive attitude
toward law-abiding. In the Press Conference today, he said: “It is important for young
people to acquire knowledge in school, but they must not ignore the importance of
moral standards. Legal boundaries of social behavior serve as the baseline for ethical
standards. Legal and ethical standards are closely related, and we believe that we
could strengthen the legal awareness of young people, we could also help to raise
their ethical standards.’

He continued: “The results of the survey shows the “Teen Talk’ can impart legal
knowledge to the younger generation, and address the importance of ethical standards
and attitude toward law-abiding. The Law Society is now planning to hold ‘Teen Talk’
again in the coming November in order to further increase young people’s legal
knowledge.

Students who participate in the survey generally had very few anti-social behaviors
and most of them agree strongly with pro-social norms. However, they did not seem
to put their values in prosocial actions of offering help or volunteering. In the past
year, the most frequent prosocial behavior was ‘helping with household chores”
(Median of 7-8 times), donating money (5-6 times), helping classmates with
homework (3-4 times). The respondents seldom participated in volunteer work or
contribute to the school (1-2 times). Young people who have more helping and
prosocial behavior, are likely to have high empathy, are mature in their moral
reasoning, and have high identification with prosocial norms (helping others and
contribute to society), and tend to disagree with pragmatic values. The education level
of their parents also tends to be high.

Professor Daniel Shek, Chair Professor of Applied Social Sciences, The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University points out: “When we are pragmatic and mainly focus on our
own interests, it will be difficult to understand the needs of others and the value of
prosocial behavior and sacrifice for the society.”

Young people's ethics and values largely reflect the prevailing societal standards. This
study found that young people believed that their own ethical standard is not high and
it is declining. They identified strongly with pragmatic values and are not too keen
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about helping others or volunteering. It is likely that they could quickly ‘adapt’ their

ethical standards and decisions in view of social pressure and incentives.

Dr. Andrew Siu, the principal investigator of the survey, said there is a need to re-
examine the priorities we put on life education and the cultivation of prosocial
behavior. To cultivate young people's ethical standards and prosocial behaviour,
parents, teachers, and other institutions could help to promote empathy and moral
reasoning in young people, guide them to identify with prosocial norms, and increase

their the awareness and understanding of the law.

“Teen Talk” was firstly introduced by the Law Society of Hong Kong last year. Over
1,400 Form 4 or above students from HK Island, Kowloon and New Territories had
participated in the event. They discussed topics on societal and personal values
under the guidance of over 200 solicitors and professionals. The Law Society of
Hong Kong hopes to arouse secondary school students’ concerns on the society and to

increase their debate and presentation ability.

Enquiry: Ms Fiona Ng/Ms. Valerie Cheung
Tel: 2846-0589/2846-0520
Email: dcom@hklawsoc.org.hk

About the Law Society of Hong Kong

The Law Society of Hong Kong is a professional body of solicitors in Hong Kong vested with the statutory powers
to regulate the professional conduct of solicitors. It establishes and promotes professional standards and the
solicitors' code of conduct and practice and ensures its compliance. The Law Society assists its members to
promote Hong Kong legal services and offers its views from time to time on legal issues that are of public concern.

For more information, please visit: www.hklawsoc.org.hk



:gu

J/ F[\j:\E—f/ﬁg/ 3 = xf%;)

i ias il
R 7

RE T

e

(¥ Q
. ’ THEHONGKONG
RERENER ? b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS

: ﬁ'ﬁfﬁﬁ% TNl J’FI:”:J ’Z/DI;'?\T%:; fﬁ]
BT N2 Bl A (BT Il

. ’ Q THEHONGKONG
RERENER ? b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS




i

M Jlﬁfﬁlﬁ AT R S RL{RE A ke g
IV~ PR - (ALY
F:ehta;aé . T+fﬁ£*/r+f R

’ﬁJIZIﬁ%’gw N fHE (%Jﬂ— ) 1= EREE % f/pJ
%ﬁ ﬂgﬁi@%bﬁnﬁpyp‘;

N

4—.

o T
i

L. Q
i . THEHONGKoNG
RERENER Q b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS

PG

il
-fg* FER R A2 ;é% e T

'J:'?Jt LE e 1HYIE = i/['IFl ? fL1= ) SRR
T D

FU EL CHE P B2 BTG RINF

-ﬁﬁw*bﬂfw B 7 M U -
;FH&$§L~‘¢JU#%WEﬂ$aV Y FEFH
4 >3 sr:F’T

(¢

i . Q THEHONGKoNG
RERENER Q b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS




+ #3110007 TEEN TALKS i
FI [%Wﬁﬁﬂiﬁyﬂﬂ?ﬁ(% (7,}{:5'—1
« TEEN TALKJ?'?EIIEI .ﬂjﬁﬁﬁ %%, e
ﬂﬂ;&ﬂ ﬁd[ﬂlﬁa:ﬁ FIJ ﬁr’ E:_J:‘FU_I_._LKA{FI%
-*ﬁﬁvﬁﬁ%iwﬁﬂw~%@mﬁ~
2 t‘fﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁj&f‘ e J[HJE}F—‘.:}S b
o E=4L|15F! ,J_[SF[HI523 F%}

2K

o BUIHR ISR 155 > 1= i puse

+ 163 (30.6% ) §} 363 (69%) ¢

o gy 11516.25% (SD = 1.1) ’*’\ﬁﬁﬁ
/15218 (96.1% )

» TSRS S (T22%) - 24%7)- (i
L5 ik

|- 7o% i - 2%

q o PUETHDI(T.2%) % BT 5%#;

on
RERRMNER CHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences NG/ FHATAR




M
o Gk Jpﬁpﬂ@ﬂrf (@tfj) =B ’ﬂli
sl - A2 ()

E%bﬁ@'jrﬁg
© PRI }’J/J {9 kﬁ;’ ‘Wﬁflﬁjﬁl— Pty (7] |
i/[[ HERUE ~ T3~ BUE T

ey f
TEE‘QUFUFFI LRE TR i e T'r%ﬁk?ﬁ\/

(¢

i . Q THEHONGKoNG
RERENER Q b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS

o =
RN
. ﬂ219f£§j » 75657 -

% F g i iiE (Shek, Siu, & Lee,

2. FJ J/ﬁ': B Ffﬂj‘ (Ma 2006)

3. ggJﬁrF%‘ Aﬁfil?ﬁﬂmzﬁ[]%‘ ¢ (Carlo, 1992)

4. [flE-= ‘*,EIJ((SM & Shek, 2005)

5. #rH] —ﬂﬁ[}ﬁ%ﬂgﬁ | 57,2000,
%F‘JJ,#T—?[W‘* =il [%aﬁﬁ{‘ 006)

6. i * P& ?F”":%E“rﬂ

THE HONGKONG
R Q POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v FHHALAR




EIJ

¢@¢3~%w§%

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

— T (40%)
— (R LT (299)

R ‘iﬁ‘ljﬂﬂﬁngt .’:p?ﬂj K

. ;[c;;j[;pﬂ{/ﬂ—rﬁ ,#t =L

Th=

©

FYE -~ Rl

?F,Ilﬁ}_‘ :{‘ (56/> F"—'\ uifﬁ-@ﬂ‘j _L—l+_k[§2
: [E%Jﬂ“fl*fﬁ

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences




s
4%

~

7= £

3 0
3 20%
=

=

o

1%

g

3 i b

3 RAGRRMER Q POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
= Department of Rehabilitation Sciences FHIAR

7,

—

fﬁ\’?‘i’@??ﬁ EJ p G
A I 15742

e
— 6%

[El DARTHENE %
12%

IE7E M

56%
~
=
=
©
&
=
=
o
1%
é ,
3
3 REREMNER QQ POLYTECHNICUNIVERSITY
= Department of Rehabilitation Sci

FEATAR




ITIEEN T
CEE[RIECEE D)

SRR - e B2 44 3.3 12-5’

i LT im0 442 TIE

~~~~~~ EAREESS  f-Egmy 2081 988 0 19

: TR AT 226 w2 48]

u 0 50 100
UHAFE CREE RS GRS
2 THEHONGKONG

§ KE Depgtn*in?offehahilitatiun Sciences Q& ww

CIEEN
CEETIRIACEED)

s |0 208 1 40 282 '
TR - R EEREze 09 220 45.6 2ad '
MRIBELE > MAEREZE TR 3.34.1 511 31.5 '
ERISEN T
HENEREREM - (LA 57> 48141 357 454 '
x NERAIEATEE T DU
Z 0 20 40 60 80 100
FHEE ORAR OERSAE O FEERR
2
=
2

by | ~ “THE HONG KONG.
RERRMNER Q‘ POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences FRALAR




—~ » M _ét-:
HH 2 &

=

. 93.8% LM% A

63.8% ] P ELAATH

B P R il i

(81.1%) . 48. 2%‘EEFJEIC' P
* 82.6% 1 ?Jfﬂ r@ﬁ B BRI f@’iﬁfr

G e . 31.8%P§%Z%F EAZ[R
. 66.8%5&2@@ g %

- 18.9%4 [ I
FIIE i [F[jﬁt%ﬂj
o Ll
c H 2

S REBENER

Qz [C UNIVERSIT
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v émgu@

o FE, A ’ﬁT}E—?’._‘: (E[E [) ]EI (\Eﬁ%vﬁj~7\ﬁ
[ HE |
o b ey
A R

- T&A IR Tﬁ[ﬂf FJET | ERN TREEE Fi T

- LEWPEIE ¥ LEJF&#% R 7

— £118.9% % [ﬂj BRI T l'f“\r,%' (= (R
B IFA?ﬁFIIJF'J

d . = i@ﬁg\ﬁi < PR T (I -

f %Fj[/ﬁp? )

B /Qb ot
iR . R Q POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences y SEATAR




www.rs.polyu.edu.hk

FHABENEZR Q b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences FRATAS

SR @ A R

RERETER | 92.6
ARG REBHEHETIE | 93.2
B EIE R 93.4

RO SR (e B 92.5
TSR S S B 5 82.1
TR B S B E AT 87.2
0 20 40 &0 80 100
AR (HEEEEE)  WRRE (ﬁ%ﬁﬁ#%)

FHABENEZR Q b DOIYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences HEHTRS

www.rs.polyu.edu.hk




2 G

j

AV 55 (90 EER ~ PEffH ~ HiE 7
WG B (iR ) 5
BRI~ (e S & S puE) 3-
WS e ]~ A 3
g 3

A A b OO

(¢

RERRMNER Qb POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences FRATAS

www.rs.polyu.edu.hk

N fﬁgEﬁlTﬂ*rﬁr = £,

Y ~ B S S 3_4

i 55 I"B(?éf );

B L

l*%gﬁti‘#ﬂ S RHERE

- B[ HE l&?ﬁﬂ%rﬁﬁu = ﬁﬂﬁ 97
T B AT AL Fﬁz%lﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬁfiw?bé&

=
<
3
o
o
3
>
o
Q
g
3
:
z

RERRMNER Qb POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences FRATAS




N

POREEAPEREVE ) " - R A
(Ffae = ey () T

ST E o SRLEEbT — 87~ ]
FO—6% ~ TSRS (3—4) -+
i pREERGET ([

o Pyl PRI 142 7R iy
" EB R I TS

(¥ Q
. ’ THEHONGKONG
RERENER Q b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS

~ 4 iy = JERS
N (ﬁjﬂf_ﬁ = E%)

(¢

. ’ Q THEHONGKONG
RERENER Q b POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences v BFBHLAS




www.rs.polyu.edu.hk

www.rs.polyu.edu.hk

Bt = B
TB (T R

7 g R o
RERRMNER Q ) POLYTECHNICUNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences §i&2§17<§

[FELL

(B=.18.p<.001)

EAp NGO
REPRFFER
(B=—14,
p=.002)

ey 17 £,

(PEEN )
RenE] Adjusted R2 = .35
CIEE

(B=-.12,p=.004)

S F]
Bty | FL

=g

. (B=.39,p<.001)

A\ ﬁ&l%lﬁﬁﬁ?

(B=.11, p=.005)

T o
e o B R Q IC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences §i&2§17<§




Ik 7
o Flwhn = E jjr[‘rg FIJ?FEF
— [fil lu(Empathy) 'xfp‘lj

— S~ Jig [F,,(Personal distress)ii [
i I%F]kh ff’;')

S ﬁ? il /F‘< Fe- v{‘ 141 & (Prosocial norms)

— P F%{[ﬁj%ﬁ']j; #u.(Pragmatic values)

TR

X iﬁi@%ﬁﬁ(Prosocial moral reasoning){i& 7Y 5

(¢

RERRMNER @ POLYTECHNICUNIVERSITY

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

r'l\g: |:| 1]

F] _Ell_},ng;ﬁ ( E[E ) F[fjﬁﬁﬁcfl?Fj\ TET
e EJ_‘\ Exk_v

e
HI??’ 7-& Selplers 2 %lﬁ‘u
Ao b e 5 "
WL“EJ% J%pjl%‘ﬂf’\pwpl | [&Ej@
s PR T DRl rFr\'FUPmerl'?:\:JF%'
I'FIfE%“*J# P iifllpr

©_
RERRMNER

Q‘b ]
Q POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences y SEATAR




A
;REF[ Ijlw
AT DA G o (1
PRGBS - BT [EuRE T

=

/‘a_:z.lt.
(=
3
-
-

R L 2 7

2 S
#

AVl
_
7
S¥
d-ll£
\q
z
A-ll£
\Al
it
‘_m.#
3
: ’Q*)Q.
LA
!
=
GE
:T\

\:

&
—A% ,
—i

o

—'_:nl"

_Ctl-q

LA N RE AT
BB - ] A




