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Prof. Dr. Matthias Kilian is the Hans-Soldan-Professor for the 

Law of the Legal Profession at the University of Cologne, the 

only professorship in Germany dedicated exclusively to the 

regulation of the legal profession and legal ethics. He is director 

of the Institute on the Law of of the Legal Profession, the oldest 

and most renowned research institute of its kind in Germany, and 

also the Director of the Soldan Institute for Empirical Studies on 

the Legal Profession based in Cologne. Kilian has been one of 

Germany’s leading legal scholars in the field of the regulation of 

the legal profession and legal ethics He has published widely in 

this field and is the author and/or editor of a number of standard 

handbooks and commentaries on lawyers and legal ethics and of 

the Statistical Yearbook of the German legal profession. As a 

renowned expert in his field, he has advised the German Federal 

Parliament and the German Federal Constitutional Court on 

various occasions and provided expert advice on the regulation 

of legal services, professional responsibility, legal education, 

legal tech regulation and costs laws. As an internationally 

recognized expert on legal ethics, Kilian has been a board 

member of the International Association of Legal Ethics 

(IAOLE) since 2014, and was the first German legal scholar to 

be elected as its president in 2022. 

 

  

 


